
Rural Alabama

Jennifer Zanoni

Geography Division

U.S. Census Bureau

Alabama State Data Center 2018 Data Conference

Tuscaloosa, Alabama

May 17, 2018



Agenda

ÅCensus Geography

ÅUrban/Rural Definitions

ÅCounty-based Demographics

Å2020 Census

ÅQuestions

2



3



1790 1800 1810 1820 1830 1840 1850 1860 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

Percent Urban 5.1 6.1 7.3 7.2 8.8 10.8 15.4 19.8 25.7 28.2 35.1 39.6 45.6 51.2 56.1 56.5 64.0 69.9 73.6 73.7 75.2 79.0 80.7

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

Urban Population as a Percentage of Total US Population, 1790-2010

4

1950:  urbanized areas of 50,000+ adopted.

2000:  urban clusters of 2,500-49,999 adopted.



Census Bureau designated Urban Areas
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ÅDelineated decennially

ÅTwo types of urban areas:

ïUrbanized Areas (UAs) of 50,000 or more 

people

ïUrban Clusters (UCs) of at least 2,500 and 

less than 50,000 people



2000 
Population

2000 
Percent

2010 
Population

2010 
Percent

Urban 222,360,539 79.0 249,253,271 80.7

Urbanized Area 192,323,824 68.3 219,922,123 71.2

Urban Cluster 30,036,715 10.7 29,331,148 9.5

Rural 59,061,367 21.0 59,492,267 19.3

Urban and Rural Population

in the United States:  2010 and 2000
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Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical Areas
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ÅDefined by U.S. Office of Management and Budget 

(OMB)

ÅCounty Level

ÅMetropolitan Statistical Areas

Å associated with at least one urbanized area with 50,000 

population

Å adjacent counties having a high degree of social and economic 

integration with the core as measured through commuting ties

ÅMicropolitan Statistical Areas

Åassociated with at least one urban cluster of at least 10,000 

population

Åadjacent counties having a high degree of social and economic 

integration with the core as measured through commuting ties
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USDA Rural Classifications
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ÅCounty Level

ÅRural-Urban Continuum Codes

ÅSub-County Level

ÅFrontier and Remote Areas Codes



Rural-Urban Continuum Codes
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Å2013 (update planned for mid-2023)

ÅBased on OMB Metropolitan and Micropolitan

categories

ÅMetropolitan counties by the population size of their 

metro area

ÅNonmetropolitan counties by degree of urbanization and 

adjacency to a metro area

ÅSubdivided into three metro and six nonmetro

categories

ÅEvery county assigned one of the 9 codes



Rural-Urban Continuum Codes
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Code Description
M

e
tr

o

1 Counties in metro areas of 1 million population or more

2 Counties in metro areas of 250,000 to 1 million population

3 Counties in metro areas of fewer than 250,000 population

M
ic

ro

4 Urban population of 20,000 or more, adjacent to a metro area

5 Urban population of 20,000 or more, not adjacent to a metro area

6 Urban population of 2,500 to 19,999, adjacent to a metro area

7 Urban population of 2,500 to 19,999, not adjacent to a metro area

8 Completely rural or less than 2,500 urban population, adjacent to a metro area

9 Completely rural or less than 2,500 urban population, not adjacent to a metro area
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Frontier and Remote Area Codes
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ÅESRI zip code area level
ÅBased on different population thresholds 

ÅMeant to reflect likely access to high order services (level one), low 

order services (level four), and intermediate order services (levels 

two and three)

Level Description

1 Rural areas and urban areas up to 50,000 people that are 60 minutes or more from an urban area of 50,000 or more 
people

2 Rural areas and urban areas up to 25,000 people that are: 45 minutes or more from an urban area of 25,000-49,999 
people; and 60 minutes or more from an urban area of 50,000 or more people

3 Rural areas and urban areas up to 10,000 people that are: 30 minutes or more from an urban area of 10,000-24,999; 45 
minutes or more from an urban area of 25,000-49,999 people; and 60 minutes or more from an urban area of 50,000 or 
more people

4 Rural areas that are: 15 minutes or more from an urban area of 2,500-9,999 people; 30 minutes or more from an urban 
area of 10,000-24,999 people; 45 minutes or more from an urban area of 25,000-49,999 people; and 60 minutes or 
more from an urban area of 50,000 or more people
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Areas outside settlements

Settlements by population size
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